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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1 . Claims 8-1 3 are pending in this application. 

2. Examiner acknowledges applicant's amendment on 1 1/16/2008. 

3. Claims 8, 11-13 have been amended on 11/16/2008. 

4. Claims 1-7 have been cancelled by the applicant. 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 11/16/2008, with respect to claims 8-13 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive, for examiner's response see discussion 
below. 



Claim Objections 



7. In view of the amendments, the objection for numbering scheme for Claims 8,11, 
12 and 13 are being withdrawn. 



8. In view of the amendment to claims 1 3, the objection to the claim is being 
withdrawn. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 0. Claims 8-1 3 of the current application (effective filing date: Dec. 9, 2005) are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over David et al. (US 
20020131764; filing date: Dec. 04, 2001), hereinafter "David" in view of Takagi et al. 
(US 20030085997; fling date: May 07, 2002), hereinafter "Takagi". 

1 1 . Claims 1-7 have been cancelled by the applicant. 

12. As to claim 8, David discloses, information process apparatus that manages data 
recorded on a record medium (abstract), comprising: 



information obtainment means for obtaining reproduction information necessary 
to reproduce the data when the data are recorded, said data being low resolution data 
and video and audio data ([00031; [0236]); 
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generation means for generating a first management file with which data that 
compose each clip that is a predetermined structural unit of data are managed ([0049]- 
[0050]), the first management file describing 

(1 ) the reproduction information of data that compose the clip ([0091 ]; [01 1 0]; 
[01 15]) and 

(2) an identifier that uniquely identifies data that compose the clip ([01 1 0]); 

registration means for updating management information for all clips composed 
of (a) the reproduction information of data that compose each clip ([0128]), (b) the 
unigue identifier of data that compose each clip, and (c) information that represents the 
recorded position of data that compose the clip to a second management file with which 
clips recorded on the record medium are totally managed (abstract; [001 1]-[0016]; 
[0056]; [[0303]) and 

successive reproduction means for successively reproducing data that compose 
all the clips recorded on the record medium in the order of recordation according to the 
first management file or the second management file, wherein when the record medium 
is loaded, the second management file is read from the record medium and stored to a 
memory and when a clip to be reproduced is designated, the first management file is 
read from the record medium and stored to the memory ([0057]-[0058]). 
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David, however, does not explicitly disclose, "registration means for updating 
management information"; 

Takagi, on the other hand, explicitly discloses, "registration means for updating 
management information" (abs. lines 9-12). 

Both David and Takagi are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
program preparation and distribution system (David: [0039]; Takagi: abstract, lines 1-3). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Takagi into David of identifying, 
recording and reproducing information that would have allowed users of David to have a 
useful method, to have a sequence of operations from acquisition, formulation until 
editing, transmission and archiving. (Takagi: [0004]). 

13. As to case 9, David as modified discloses, the information process apparatus as 
set forth in claim 8, wherein the registration means registers the management 
information of the clip to the last end of the second management file (David: [01 10]- 
[0112]; [0115]; [124]; [0158]-[0163]). 
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14. As to claim 10, David as modified discloses, the information process apparatus 
as set forth in claim 8, further comprising: reproduction means for reproducing data that 
compose the clip according to the first management file or the second management file 
(David: [0003]). 

15. As to claim 1 1 , David discloses, an information process method of managing 
data recorded on a record medium (abstract), comprising the steps of: 

obtaining reproduction information necessary to reproduce the data when the 
data are recorded; said data being low resolution of data and video and audio data 
([0003]; [0236]); 

generating a first management file with which data that compose each clip that is 
a predetermined structural unit of data are managed ([0049]-[0050]), the first 
management file describing 

(1) the reproduction information of data that compose the clip ([0091]; [01 10]; 
[01 15]) and 



(2) an identifier that uniquely identifies data that compose the clip ([01 10]); 
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updating management information for all clips composed of (a) the reproduction 
information of data that compose each clip, (b) the identifier of data that compose the 
clip, and (c) information that represents the recorded position of data that compose the 
clip to a second management file with which all clips recorded on the record medium 
are totally managed ([0049]-[0050]; [0091]; [0110]; [0115])); and 

successively reproducing data that compose all the clips recorded on the record 
medium in an order of recordation according to the first management file or the second 
management file, wherein when the record medium is loaded, the second management 
file is read from the record medium and stored to a memory and when a clip to be 
reproduced is designated, the first management file is read from the record medium and 
stored to the memory ([0057]-[0058]; [0303]). 

David, however, does not explicitly disclose, "registration means for updating 
management information"; 

Takagi, on the other hand, discloses, "registration means for updating management 
information" (abs. lines 9-12). 



Both David and Takagi are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
program preparation and distribution system (David: [0039]; Takagi: abstract, lines 1-3). 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Takagi into David of identifying, 
recording and reproducing information, that would have allowed users of David to have 
a useful method, to have a sequence of operations from acquisition, formulation until 
editing, transmission and archiving. (Takagi: [0004]). 

16. As to claim 12, David discloses, a program record medium on which a computer 
readable program is recorded, the program causing a computer to perform an 
information process that manages data recorded on a record medium (abstract), the 
program comprising the steps of: 

obtaining reproduction information necessary to reproduce the data when the 
data are recorded, data being low resolution data and video and audio data ([00031: 
[0236]); 

generating a first management file with which data that compose each clip that is 
a predetermined structural unit of data are managed, the first management file 
describing 

(1) the reproduction information of data that compose the clip ([0091]; [01 10]; 
[01 15]) and 
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(2) an identifier that uniquely identifies data that compose the clip ([01 10]); 

updating management information for all clips composed of (a) the reproduction 
information of data that compose each clip, (b) the unique identifier of data that 
compose each clip, and (c) information that represents a recorded position of data that 
compose the clip to a second management file with which clips recorded on the record 
medium are totally managed; and successively reproducing data that compose all the 
clips recorded on the record medium in an order of recordation according to the first 
management file or the second management file wherein when the record medium is 
loaded, the second management file is read from the record medium and stored to a 
memory and when a clip to be reproduced is designated, the first management file is 
read from the record medium and stored to the memory (abstract; [001 1]-[0016]; [0056]; 
[0303]). 

David, however, does not explicitly disclose, "registration means for updating 
management information"; 

Takagi, on the other hand, discloses, "registration means for updating management 
information" (abs. lines 9-12). 
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Both David and Takagi are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
program preparation and distribution system (David: [0039]; Takagi: abstract, lines 1-3). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Takagi into David of identifying, 
recording and reproducing information, that would have allowed users of David to have 
a useful method, to have a sequence of operations from acquisition, formulation until 
editing, transmission and archiving. (Takagi: [0004]). 

17. As to claim 13, David discloses, a computer-implemented program that causes a 
computer to perform an information process that manages data recorded on a record 
medium (abstract), the program comprising the steps of: 

obtaining reproduction information necessary to reproduce the data when the 
data are recorded said data being low resolution of the data and audio and video data 
([0003]; [0236]); 

generating a first management file with which data that compose each clip that is 
a predetermined structural unit of data are managed ([0049]-[0050]), the first 
management file describing (1) the reproduction information of data that compose the 
clip and (2) an identifier that uniquely identifies data that compose the clip ([01 1 0]); 
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updating management information for all clips composed of (a) the reproduction 
information of data that compose each clip, (b) the unique identifier of data that 
compose each clip ([0128]), and (c) information that represents the recorded position of 
data that compose each clip to a second management file with which all clips recorded 
on the record medium are totally managed; and successively reproducing data that 
compose all the clips recorded on the record medium in an order of recordation 
according to the first management file or the second management file wherein when the 
record medium is loaded, the second management file is read from the record medium 
and stored to a memory and when a clip to be reproduced is designated, the first 
management file is read from the record medium and stored to the memory ([0057]- 
[0058]; [0303]). 

David, however, does not explicitly disclose, "registration means for updating 
management information"; 

Takagi, on the other hand, discloses, "updating registration means for updating 
management information" (abs. lines 9-12). 



Both David and Takagi are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically teach 
program preparation and distribution system (David: [0039]; Takagi: abstract, lines 1-3). 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Takagi into David of identifying, 
recording and reproducing information, that would have allowed users of David to have 
a useful method, to have a sequence of operations from acquisition, formulation until 
editing, transmission and archiving. (Takagi: [0004]). 

Prior art made of record 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Burke (US 20040070594) teaches method and apparatus for programme 
generation and classification. 

Ginter et al. (US 20030088784) teach systems and methods for secure 
transaction management and electronic rights protection. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 9. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/1 6/2008, with respect to claims 8-1 3 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive, for examiner's response see discussion 
below. 



Applicant's arguments: This amendment responds to the Office Action dated January 
25, 2008, in which the Examiner rejected claims 8-13 under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 
Claim 8 claims an information processing apparatus, claim 11 claims an information 
process method, claim 12 claims a program record medium on which a program is 
recorded and causes a computer to perform an information process, and claim 13 
claims a program causing a computer to perform an information process. The 
apparatus, method, medium and program obtain reproduction information necessary to 
reproduce data when the data is recorded. The reproduction information is setup 
information about resolution of the data and encoding of the data. A first management 
file is generated describing (a) the reproduction information and (b) a unique identifier 
that composes a clip. A second information file is registered in which management 
information of clips recorded in the recording medium are totally managed. The second 
management file is composed of the reproduction information, the unique identifier and 
information representing the recorded position of the data that compose the clip. 
Reproduction data that compose all the clips are successively reproduced according to 
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the first or second management file. When a recording medium is loaded, the second 
management file is read from the recording medium and stored to a memory. When the 
clip is to be reproduced, the first management file is read from the recording medium 
and stored to the memory. By obtaining setup information about resolution and 
encoding of the data, by generating and registering first and second management files 
and by reading a second management file when a recording medium is loaded and 
reading a first management file when a clip is to be reproduced as claimed in claims 8 
and 11-13, the claimed invention provides an apparatus, method, medium and program 
in which information necessary to reproduce data can be obtained quickly and without a 
time lag. The prior art does not show, teach or suggest the invention as claimed in 
claims 8 and 11-13. Claims 8-13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being 
unpatentable over David, et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0131764) in view of Takagi, 
et aL (U. S. Publication No. 2003/0085997). David, el_ al appears to disclose recording 
audio and/or video information signals onto a recording medium [0003]. Nothing in 
David, et al. shows, teaches or suggests obtaining setup information about 
resolution and encoding of the data as claimed in claims 8 and 11-13. Rather, 
David, et al. only discloses recording audio and/or video information signals onto 
a recording medium. Also, David, et al. merely discloses arranging metadata objects 
into a plurality of categories and recording the metadata objects in accordance with the 
categories [0049 - 0050]. Thus, David, et aL only discloses recording metadata objects 
into categories. Nothing in David, et al. shows, teaches or suggests a first 
management file describing (a) setup information about resolution and encoding 
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and (b) a unique identifier as claimed in claims 8 and 11-13. Rather, David, et al. 
only discloses recording metadata objects into categories. Furthermore, David, et al. 
merely discloses first identifiers which are not unique but needed to distinguish pieces 
of material on a medium and second identifiers which are unique identifiers [001 1 - 
0016]. Nothing in David, et al. shows, teaches or suggests a second management 
file for totally managing clips recorded on a recording medium including (a) setup 
information about resolution and encoding of the data, (b) a unique identifier, and 
(c) an information that represents a recorded position of data as claimed in 
claims 8 and 11-13. Rather, David, et al. merely discloses first and second 
identifiers. Finally, nothing in David, et al. shows, teaches or suggests when a 
record medium is loaded a second management file is read and when a clip is to 
be reproduced, a first management file is read as claimed in claims 8 and 11-13. 

Examiner's response: David discloses in paragraph [0236], in operation one of the 
editing terminals 184 is arranged to access the metadata database 176 via the low 
band width communications channel 182' the editing terminal 184 is therefore provided 
with access to the metadata 210 describing the content of the audio/video material 
recorded onto the tape 216. The metadata 210 may include such as the copyright 
owner "BSkyB", the resolution of the picture and the format in which the video 
material is encoded, the name of the program, which is in this case "Grandstand", 
and information such as the date, time and audience. Metadata may further include 
a note of the content of the audio/video material. 
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Applicant's arguments: Takagi et al. appears to disclose metadata input at a planning 
processing and at a casting process is registered in a database managed in a 
concentrated fashion by an archival manager at the same time as a tag specifying the 
registered metadata is issued (Abstract). Thus, Takagi, et al. merely discloses 
registering metadata into a database. Nothing in Takagi, et al. shows, teaches or 
suggests (a) a second management file which totally manages clips recorded on 
a record medium, (b) the second management file composed of (i) setup 
information about resolution and encoding of the data, (ii) a unique identifier and 
(iii) information that represents a recorded position, (c) reading a second 
management file when a record medium is loaded and reading a first 
management file when a clip is to be reproduced, (d) obtaining setup information 
about resolution and encoding of data and (e) a first management file describing 
(i) setup information and (ii) a unique identifier as claimed in claims 8 and 11-13. 
Rather, Takagi, et al. merely discloses registering metadata into a database. 
A combination of David, et al. and Takagi, et al. would merely suggest to store the 
metadata of David, et al. into the database of Takagi, et al. Thus, nothing in the 
combination of the references shows, teaches or suggests (a) obtaining setup 
information about resolution and encoding of data, (b) generating a first 
management file describing setup information and a unique identifier, (c) a 
second management file composed of the setup information, unique identifier 
and information about a recorded position, and (d) reading the second 
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management file when a record medium is loaded and reading a first 
management file when a clip is to be reproduced as claimed in claims 8 and Il- 
ls. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request the Examiner withdraws the objection to 
claims 8 and 11-13 under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 

Examiner's response: As explained earlier in the office action, David discloses, 
information process apparatus that manages data recorded on a record medium 
(abstract), comprising: information obtainment means for obtaining reproduction 
information necessary to reproduce the data when the data are recorded, said 
reproduction information being setup information about resolution of the data and 
encoding of the data ([0003]; [0236]); generation means for generating a first 
management file with which data that compose each clip that is a predetermined 
structural unit of data are managed ([0049]-[0050]), the first management file describing 
(a) the reproduction information of data that compose the clip ([0091]; [0110]; [0115]) 
and (b) an identifier that uniquely identifies data that compose the clip ([01 1 0]); 
registration means for registering management information of the clip composed of (a) 
the reproduction information of data that compose the clip ([0128]), (b) the unique 
identifier of data that compose the clip, and £c) information that represents the recorded 
position of data that compose the clip to a second management file with which clips 
recorded on the record medium are totally managed (abstract; [001 1]-[0016]; [0056]; 
[[0303]) and successive reproduction means for successively reproducing data that 
compose all the clips recorded on the record medium according to the first management 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/560,1 53 Page 1 8 

Art Unit: 2164 

file or the second management file, wherein when the record medium is loaded, the 
second management file is read from the record medium and stored to a memory and 
when a clip to be reproduced is designated, the first management file is read from the 
record medium and stored to the memory ([0057]-[0058]). David, however, does not 
explicitly disclose, "registering management information"; Takagi, on the other hand, 
explicitly discloses, "registering management information" (abs. lines 9-12). 

Applicant's arguments: Claims 9-10 depend from claim 8 and recite additional 
features. Applicants respectfully submit that claims 9-10 would not have been obvious 
within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 103 over David, et al. and Takagi, et al. at least for 
the reasons as set forth above. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request the Examiner 
withdraws the rejection to claims 9-10 under 35 U.S.C. § 103. The prior art of record, 
which is not relied upon, is acknowledged. The references taken singularly or in 
combination do not anticipate or make obvious the claimed invention. Thus it now 
appears that the application is in condition for a reconsideration and allowance. 
Reconsideration and allowance at an early date are respectfully requested. 

Examiner's response: The dependent claims are also being rejected for the same 
reasons as specified in the independent claims. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/560,1 53 Page 1 9 

Art Unit: 2164 

Contact Information 



20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FAZLUL QUADER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 Alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on 571-272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FAZLUL QUADER 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2164 

/FQ/ 

July 30 2008 
/Charles Rones/ 
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